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She'll be destroyed, but the ffaffen are an invisible enemy and
we'll have to fight them for a long time."
"What have you against them ?"
"What? It's simple and stands to reason. They believe in that
circumcised Jesus Christ who brought forth a Weltanschauung under
which the Germans could never reach their fulfilment. He believed
in humbleness and tears. We believe in blood and the German soil.
We're not here to go on our knees and pray; we're here to be men;
to fight, to win. He wants you to snivel, to whine. That isn't
German. It's German to fight. Life is a battle. We don't want
prayer-books, we want the sword."
"Tell me, do you believe in Wotan ?"
"I believe in the German race. I believe in the German spirit.
But Wotan expresses the German spirit whereas Jesus Christ
doesn't."
He looked quite furious while he spoke.
As I've said, he was the only soldier who spoke to me of that sort
of thing. But even if the doctrine didn't interest the masses in the
Army, there's no getting away from the fact that Socialism had
deeply penetrated the German way of thinking. Snobbery was
completely gone. The men wouldn't stand for any more nonsense
from their officers. Joes was a small bar, and if all the tables were
occupied any private sat down at a table where a colonel was
sitting. Yet it didn't seem to impair discipline. Whenever I
inquired of conditions in Germany the answer inevitably was that
every man had a chance to get on, the privilege racket had ceased
to exist, and they told me, as an instance, that in Pomerania, whence
the Junkers hail, every year there came a government agricultural
expert who would tell the landowners that on such and such an
estate there must be produced so much in the next year; if the
owner failed to produce the prescribed quantity the State took over
the estate in the people's name and that was that. They were also
proud of their monetary system. They said, 'look, we're not the
slaves of gold. Work is money with us.'
It's many years since I read Marx, but if I remember right the
'work is money' principle came from him. It sounded fine to turn
one's back on gold and be no more its slave: but I know very little
of economics, though I do know that with their fine disregard of
gold the Germans were searching for gold all the time. I repeat,
however, there was a deep socialistic feeling in them, and to my
mind, Hitler was, indeed, a genius of internal compromise when he
produced National Socialism, the first half to suit the High Com-
mand and the second half to suit the masses; and both welded into